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principle of evil. But the conclusion of the sober
student of history will not be of this kind. He will
rather note it as a fact, to be considered in the most
serious spirit, that since the century during which the
Roman Emperors were at the mercy of the Prastorian
soldiery, there has been no such insecurity of govern-
ment as the world has seen since rulers became
delegates of the community.

Is it possible to assign any reasons for this
singular modern loss of political equilibrium ? I
think that it is possible to a certain extent. It may
be observed that two separate national sentiments
have been acting on Western Europe since the be-
ginning of the present century. To call them by
names given to them by those who dislike them, one
is Imperialism and the other is Radicalism. They
are not in the least purely British forms of opinion,
but are coextensive with civilisation. Almost all
men in our day are anxious that their country should
be respected of all and dependent on none, that it
should enjoy greatness and perhaps ascendency ; and
this passion for national dignity has gone hand in
hand with the desire of the many, ever more and
more acquiesced in by the few, to have a share of
political power under the name of liberty, and to
govern by rulers who are their delegates. The two
newest and most striking of political creations in
Europe, the German Empire, and the Italian King-